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Arnold Gibbs District 1 
 

1. I believe that the class size amendment was a failed attempt to rectify the problem of some classes having 

too many students, thereby detracting from the effectiveness of many teachers in their effort to maximize 

teaching strategies. What came out of Tallahassee was not what was proposed by the teachers who were 

seeking the relief from oversized classes. Since its passage, legislators have come to grips with the fact 

that the dictates of the amendment are unworkable.  I support any effort to facilitate the enhancement of 

teacher effectiveness in the classroom and, thus far, the proposed initiative which is set to be on the 

ballot in November will repeal the amendment and is a step in the right direction. 

2. I am of the opinion that reading, writing, and arithmetic should be included in middle and high school and 

every student should be required to take the courses until they are able to perform at their grade level. It 

is senseless to require these students to take higher level classes when they haven’t mastered the basics. 

If a student is lacking in reading skills, it is highly improbable that the student will excel in higher level 

courses, because they won’t be able to comprehend what is in the textbooks, or they will struggle with 

comprehension of the material in the textbooks and fall behind. I have actually had students in my classes 

at Edison State College who are incapable of comprehending the material in textbooks and can’t write a 

decent short essay; they have been pushed through the system without having ever mastered the basics – 

reading, writing, and arithmetic, and it is the fault of the system which requires them to take higher level 

classes because they are in a higher grade. 

 
 
Tom Scott District 5 
  

Alva candidate forum questions - 

  

1. Your position and reasoning on the Class Size Amendment. Should it be repealed? 

  

As an educator myself, I’ve taught classes of all sizes – from 10 students in a smaller room to 

hundreds in an auditorium.  I know the results are often more positive when class sizes are reduced, 

but in our current economic situation this amendment would bankrupt the system. We must allow 

more control over class size to be held at the district level and repeal this amendment at this time. 

  

http://www.alvafl.org/


  

2. Instructional reading classes for middle and high school levels? 

  

According to Richard Itzen, Lee’s Director of Accountability, Research, and Continuous 

Improvement, reading has only been taught in high school for the past four years. If we’re doing that 

now in our county, the results aren’t showing much of an increase yet. Some of our middle schools 

have book clubs that help get that age group excited about reading and hone this skill. These are often 

run by teachers who “give” of their free time. As for high school, the basics of reading should be well-

established for each student, but additional work on context, comprehension, and critical thinking 

would be valuable. Reading courses for students with English as a second language should always be 

available. For students with exceptional reading ability, electives like speed reading would assist those 

who plan to attend a university and want to earn an advanced degree at some point. So yes, the more 

reading instruction we offer, the better it is for everyone.  

  

  

 
 

Steven Teuber District 4 
 
(see below) 



 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 

Mary Fisher District 1 
 

Hello Ruby,  
Although I was unable to attend the Forum since I was in New York due to family illness, I would like to submit my 
response to the two questions you sent to me.  
  
1.) I Class Size amendment:  

Regarding class size amendment, I do believe that there would be a benefit to relaxing the 

requirements at the upper levels, however, in the primary grades, smaller classes should be 

maintained. There is a concern, however, about the way the "average" number of students 

might be interpreted, so care must be taken to study the proposal before voting in November. 

  

2.) Instructional reading at middle and high school:  
  

Unfortunately, we do have considerable numbers of chldren who are not able to read and 
comprehend adequately at 'grade level'. For many of these students, significant gains have 
been made through formalized reading instruction at the middle and high school levels. I believe 
that we should continue with instructionsl reading classes for students with needs along with 
teaching reading strategies across content areas.  
  
Respectfully submitted,  
  
Mary Fischer 
Candidate, Lee County School Board 
District 1 
P.O. Box 101504 
Cape Coral, FL 33910 
www.maryfischer.org  
(239)849-6552 
(239)542-6065 fax 

http://www.maryfischer.org/


 

 
 

 

 
 


